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COLONEL  TACKERt  Well,  I b«Uev®,  Sid,  that  ther«*8  a big  dollar- 
aign  InTolved  in  this  aubjeot*  1 think  that  — well  1 know  — tiiat  many 
books  and  inany  artioXes  are  written  on  this  sub^eoti  dues  paid  to  tiiese 
olubsi  although  most  of  the  olubs  do  say  ti\at  they  are  ncnproflt  in  nature^ 
that  they  are  slxaply  dedicated  to  public  Imcerledge^  really*  getting  the  in- 
formation out*  Cie  groups  ihemsolvesj  as  I said*  are  oonposed  to  a large 
extent  of  interested  people  like  you  and  1 in  this  soientlfio  age  that  we 
happen  to  be  In. 

DAVIS  t Sane  of  these  people,  some  of  these  so-oalled  flying  sauoer 
buffs*  or  fans*  or  fanatloists*  have  tape-reoordlnga*  they  have  statements 
^at  they've  talked  to  people  on  Venus  — liars  — they  make  leoturee  saying 


that  tiiey've  seen  lovely  wcraen  up  therej  what  about  these  people?  Are  you 
going  to  use  the  term  "eraokpot**  to  desorlbe  then? 

COLONEL  lAC^Stt  Oh*  1 think  there  are  oraokpots  Involved*  Sid*  as 
tiiere  are  in  any  belief  of  this  nature]  but  here's  a real  interesting  faot 
about  these  groups.  Ihey're  strongly  divided  between  the  so-called  "oontaotees"* 
the  people  that  actually  rush  off  and  visit  Venus  and  Uars  at  the  drop  of  a 
hat*  and  the  so-oalled  "eufhologists"*  the  people  who  say  that  thoy've  had  no 
oontaot  to  date  but  they're  sure  that  there  are  space  ships  from  other  planets 
looking  us  over*  Ihese  groups  even  fight  amongst  tliemselves  and  the 
euphology  group*  the  groups  that  investigate  flying  eauoere*  actually  oall  ihe 
oontaotoes  oraokpots*  It's  real  interesting* 

CORRICKi  Colonel  Taoker*  ^ust  exactly  what  is  the  objective  of  these 
groups*  tliese  people?  VRiat  do  they  want  Go^ramioent  to  do? 

COLONEL  TACKERt  Well*  that's  hard  to  say.  ‘Hiey  say  that  there's 
been  a great  deal  of  eeorooy  in  Govenmenti  they  absolutely  overlook  tho  need 


for  intelligenoe«  Intelllgenoo  olftsslfioation  In  OoTeRnnenti  and  they  feel 
that  really  we  eould  be  in  groat  danger  from  space  ships,  maybe  a greater 
danger  than  any  that  exlate  on  eairtti* 

Actually  at  this  point  1 guess  I should  say  again  what  1**70  eaid  many 
times  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Air  Force  files,  either  olaaslfied  or 
unolassifled,  which  prowes  or  tends  to  proTs  tho  exletenoe  of  space  ships  fr(«i 
other  planets* 


CORRICKt  Do  you  think  the  Air  loroe  — or  this  Oowenanent  — Is  now 
doing  ererything  It  possibly  can  to  traoV  down  this  oontroversy? 

COLOin^.L  TACKERt  l*m  absolutely  posltlre  in  my  own  mind  that  our 
GoTemment  is  doing  everything  it  ean  and  as  an  instance  let  me  olte  the  vast 
soientlfie  resources  that  the  Oovermoent  Itself  has  at  its  disposal  and  by 
this  I*m  talking  about  the  Air  Reeearoh  and  Developsoent  C<nmaand  Tdxloh  would 
Include  our  basio  researoh  laboratories,  the  Air  7!ateriel  Cotnmand,  aelentiflo 
eoneultonts  from  many  different  laboratoriea  of  our  eolloges  and  universities, 
industrial  laboratories.  Instantaneous  oosTAinioatlons  world-widei  anywhere 
in  the  world  that  *tiAere  Is  a sighting,  we  can  be  talking  to  them  in  a matter 


of  minutes 


And  then  compare  this,  really,  to  tiie  really  pathotlo  effort  of  a 


small  group  of  euphologists  who  have  a 


typewrite 


of  the  thing,  and  --  you  see  you  oan*t  really  oompare*  lt*s  an  extreme  eor.- 
tract,  really*  And  tiie  Govens&ent  does  go  out  and  Investigate  these  things  in 
metioulous  detalli  It  gives  its  answers)  and  of  course  here's  where  we're  qxios- 
tioned  in  our  interpretation  by  these  groups  'vdio  are  oonvinoed  that  they're 
space  ships*  I'm  sure  we're  not  going  to  change  the  mind  of  a perscnx  who 
believes  in  epaoe  ships  and  we  don't  want  to  neoessarily  try*  IVe  do  want  to 
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ooHTlttoe  thezn  that  the  United  States  Seremoei-it  and  ^e  Air  Force  Is  not  ivlth- 
holdlng  any  Infomatlon  os  tho  subject* 

tr 

DAVIS > Klght  now  ire're  sitting  in  the  Pentagon*  How  supposing  I 
leare  here«  I go  outside*  and  1 see  something  that  looks  like  a cigar  up  in 
the  sky.  IThat  happens?  I run  baok  inside  here  and  I tell  sonebody. 
do  you  do? 


COIQ*  EL  TACKlIRi  TTell*  if  you  oaiae  baok  into  the  Pentagon  and  re- 
ported it  to  us*  I would  iiDiDSdiately  report  it  to  the  nearest  air  base* 
which  is  the  initial  eourse  of  action  ^at  any  oitlsen  should  take*  The  air 
base  will  oonduot  a preliminary  inrestigation  and  if  in  the  preliminary  imreo- 
tigation  they  cannot  identify  the  object*  it  will  be  referred  immediately  to 
the  Air  Defense  Corsnand  and  the  Aero  Space  Teohnioal  Intelligenee  Center* 
where  it  will  be  run  down  STentually  by  their  investigators* 

DAVIS t vniat  prompts  a aorarable*  then?  If  I'm  the  only  person  that 
saw  this*  would  there  be  a scramble  just  on  the  basle  of  That  I eaw? 

COLONEL  T^KERi  N0|  not  on  the  basis  of  Just  one  individual  sight- 
ing* The  air  base  would  be  alerted  ioaediately*  as  I said*  the  nearest  air 
base.  And  they  in  turn  would  immediately  oeoertain  if  many  people  had  seen 
it. 


DAVIS : How  long  does  it  take  to  run  something  like  that  down?  A 

natter  of  minutes  — hours*  days?  Weeks? 

COLOtn-L  TACKlJtt  Well*  I'd  eay  the  initial  preliminary  investigation 
would  be  done  very  quioklyi  in  this  particular  case*  in  this  area*  it  would  be 
a natter  of  minutes*  Beoause  we  probably  haw)  nany  aircraft  in  tlie  air  over 
Washington  both  from  Andrews  Air  Force  Base  and  Bolling  Air  Foroe  Basei  pos- 
sibly some  of  our  Interceptors  would  be  up  on  a training  mission  and  oould  be 
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diverted  very  quickly  to  tho  areai  vre  could  probably  pin  this  dovm  In  a mat- 
tar  of  minutes* 


CORRlCKi  Is  lhara  any  partloular  tine  of  year*  Colozwl  Taoker« 
when  these  sittings  an  more  frequent? 

COLOTT.L  TACKERt  Vfall»  yas«  Anni  In  the  geld  spring  and  siirsnertlme 
vdian  people  are  outside  and  are  looking  up*  I don't  imagine  we  had  many  re- 
ports on  this  Eastern  seaboard  In  the  last  two  or  three  days  because  most 
people  have  been  inside  next  to  their  fires* 

CORKICXt  Is  there  any  partloular  area  of  ^e  country  that  you  get 
greater  numbers  of  reports***? 

COLOTIKL  TACKERt  No*  It  seems  to  be  rather  erenly  spreeid  throughout 
the  country* 

CORRICKi  I know  we 'we  had  quite  a few  stories  from  our  station  In 
Cleveland*  Ohlot  and  it  seems  to  me  they  are  seeing  an  awful  lot  of  flying 


satioers  in  Cleveland* 


CQl  TACKERt  1 don't  think  Cleveland  Is  more  guilty  t^ian  any  of 
the  other  oltles*  Cleveland  and  Akron  do  have  rather  active  UFO  groups  out 
there  which  are  probably  stressing  again  and  again*  and  again*  tho  faot  that 
spaoe  travel  in  reverse  is  an  aoooDplished  foot*  But  I don't  think  we  oould 
take  any  one  seotion  or  one  city  and  pin  it  down  and  say  that  they  imported 
more  UFO's  than  anybody  else* 

DATIS I What  about  ]diases  of  the  moon?  Does  that  have  any  effeot  on 
reports  of  UKO'a? 

COLOtvT.L  lACKERi  Not  noticeably*  Sid.  This  has  been  looked  Into* 

DAVIS t Is  that  right? 


COLOTTEL  TACKERt  Yes*  Sir 


DAVIS  I You've  examined  the  effect  of  - 


COLONEL  TACKEH>  Tee  Sir*  Tihen  1 say  'ttte  Aero  Spcuie  Teolmloal 
Intelllgenoe  Center*  I'm  talking  about  teolmloal  Intelllgenoo  and  teohnloal 
eervioee  aeroaa  the  board*  And  this  includes  the  psyohologloal  aspeots  of 
a 'Uilng  like  tills* 

CORRICKi  Colonel  Taoker*  you're  oheoked  out  as  a pilot]  you're 
oheoked  out  in  jetS] 

COLOKLL  lACKERi  I'm  a master  navigator* 

COREICKt  Are  you*** 

COLOIiKL  TACKERt  Yes,  Ka'am* 

CORRICKi  At  any  rate  you  know  the  potential  of  things  to  oaoei 

COLONEL  TACKERt  I'm  qualified  in  current  Jet  aircraft]  multi- 
engine  Jets*  yes  ma'am* 

CORRICKi  VTell  do  you  honestly  believe  tiiat  we  ever  will  put  a man 
on  the  noon*  a man  into  spaoet 

COLOKJ>L  TACKERi  I'm  sure  of  it*  Ann*  I'm  sure  we'll  put  a nan 
into  space  and  eventually  on  the  noon*  I think  it's  our  ntr:i  frontier* 

CORRICKi  Sonteone  else  has  pioked  up  that  phrase  too*  lately*  ^Vell 
do  you  believe  personally  tiiat  there  is  life  on  other  planets?  Aside  from 
your  official  Air  Force  position? 

COIOHEL  TACKERi  1 believe  tiiere'e  a strong  possibility  tiiat  there’s 
some  type  of  life  out  there*  either  vegetable  or  otherwise*  Ann*  and  I think 
we'll  probably  dlsoover  it  some  day* 

CORRICK I How  did  you  get  interested  in  this  project  of  UFO's? 

COLONEL  TACKLRt  T.’ell*  it  wasn't  a matter  of  getting  interested  in  It, 
Ann]  when  I was  assigned  In  tiie  Pentagon  this  was  one  project  tiiat  was  given  to 
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me.  Inoldentslly,  tii«re*8  one  little  pliaae  of  this  T/here  eone  of  the  UFO 
people  Bay  we  do  withhold  infonoatloni  they  will  go  to  on  Indiridual  air  haae 
or  someplaoe  else  aiu)  ask  for  given  details  on  a epeolfio  oosei  and  they're 
referred  up  to  this  office,  where  we  hove  tiie  big  pioturs.  We  know  that  ATIC 
is  working  on  it  out  in  Ohio  --  Aero  Space  Teohnioal  Intelligenoe  people  --  we 
know  that  the  air  base  is  doing  socoething,  and  we  kn<wr  what  investigative  group 
is  on  lt«  And  they're  referred  up  here  mainly  because  we  have  tiie  big  picture. 

DAVIS  I Colonel,  you're  a man  that  does  a lot  of  flying,  and  the  air« 
lines  pilots  do  a lot  of  flying,  and  these  are  oompetent  peoplet 

COLOmX  TACKERi  Absolutely* 

DAVIS I -•serious  peoplei  a lot  of  airline  pilots  have  nade  state> 
asents  In  ^e  past  that  they  are  oonvinoed  that  they  seen  sonethlng  that  might 
have  oome  from  another  plonet,  that  was  an  object  flying  — not  a mirage,  not 
a refraction  of  any  kind,  not  a sky>hook^^  balloon.  Now  how  do  you  answer 
these  questions? 

COI.OI1EL  TACKI'IRt  Well  I*n  oonvinoed  that  they  saw  something,  Sid| 
but  I'm  also  oonvinoed  they  didn't  seo  a apaoe  ship  as  yet|  many  things  enter 
into  a pilot's  way  of  life,  Soane  fatlgxM,  vertigo  — tliat  type  of  thing, 

Mcmy  of  them  have  seen  lights  whioh  they  couldn't  identify  for  tlie  moment,  and 
a moment  later  ^ey  \?ere  identified  as  a light  on  the  groimd, 

CORRICKt  Colonel  Taoker,  I'm  sorry  to  Intemipt,  but  our  time  is 
up.  Thank  you  for  providing  a Washington  viewpoint  about  flying  sauoers. 

Our  guest  on  Washington  Viewpoint  toni^t  has  been  Colonel  Lsofrenee  J,  Taoker, 
Chief  of  the  Magaslne  and  Book  Branch  of  the  Ihiited  States  Air  Force  Office  of 
Information,  This  program  originated  tojil^t  in  Colonel  Taoker*  a offloe  in 
the  Pentagon,  This  Is  Ann  Corrlok  with  Sid  Davis, 
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F(^  REI£A5E:  9 EST«  Tuesday^  Deooniber  20«  1960 

"WASHUIOTON  VIEViTOINT" 


CORBlCKt  Good  evening.  This  is  Ann  Corriok  vi’th  Sid  D&vls  at  the 
Pentagon  in  Washingtcn.  Washington  Viewpoint  toni^t  is  o^ioemed  with  a 
curious  oontroimrsy  flying  sauoers.  Are  'they  real  or  ai*e  they  iioaginod? 

Our  gueet  on  Washington  Viewpoint  has  devoted  many  years  of  study 


-bo  this  question.  Be  is  Lieutencuit  Colonel  Inwrenoe  J*  Tooker«  a war  ocm- 
bat  veteran  and  master  navigator  wi'th  -^le  Uni'bed  States  Air  Force*  Colonel 
Taoker  currently  is  Chief  of  the  ^^^Leine  and  Book  Branoh  of  the  Air  Force 
Offtoe  of  information*  ^s  long-tixte  interest  in  reports  of  flying  aauoers^ 
or  unidentified  flying  objeots  as  thoy*ro  called^  led  him  to  publish  a book 
earlier  this  montih  whioh  describes  just  vhat  'the  Air  Foroe  is  doing  about 
persistent  reports  that  sone  ozie  sooenhere  has  actually  spotted  flying  sau- 
oers.  The  'Utle  of  Colonel  lacker's  book*  by  the  ifay*  is  Flying  Sauoers  and 
tho  XS»  S«  Air  Foroe*  published  by  Van  Nostrand*  i't  represents  the  offioial 
Air  Foroe  position  on  the  ques'tian  of  whether  they  are  real  or  imagined* 

Well*  Colonel*  just  what  Is  the  offioial  Air  Foroe  position}  are 
there  actually  little  people  froa  a oeleatial  culture  flying  aroimd  spying 
on  us? 


COLOIIEL  TACKEKt  Definitely  not*  Ann.  Tho  offioial  Air  Foroe 
position  on  flying  sauoers  or  spaoe  ships  frca  other  planets  is  that  170  do  not 
deny  the  possibility  ^et  life  oould  exist  out  there  serte  place  and  that  a 
visit  from  outer  spaoo  oould  happen.  ^That  we  say  is  that  to  date  it  has  not 
happened.  That  is*  'we  have  no  evidence  on  hand  to  prove  the  existence  of 
apace  ships  or  the  fact  -tiiat  space  travel  in  reverse  is  ihit  aoocanpll. 

CCfRRICKt  And  yet  a lot  of  people  who  are  intelligent  and  alert 
people  olain  tiiat  they  actually  have  seen  what  must  be  a spaoo  ship  froa  some 
o'&er  plaxwto 


COIiONIX  TACKERt  r«ll«  if  tb«y  balleve  this.  Ana,  lt*8  as  a pure 


aot  of  faith.  Aetually  the  Air  Poroe  does  sot  deny  faot  that  many  solid 
oitisens  have  seen  objeote  or  phenanena  in  the  sky  which  have  myetifled  then 
for  a tine.  In  most  Instonoes  when  they  reported  ^ese  sittings  to  the  Air 
Foroe  we  have  been  able  to  Identify  the  ob^et  or  the  phencnexia  that  ^ey 
viewed  and  in  most  instances  the  reporting  persona  are  satisfied  with  our 
into  rpre tatlon • 

CORRICKi  Sid  Davis. 

DAVIS  t Colonel,  in  your  book  you  say  "there  are  Just  not  any  manned 
spaoe  ships  yet«"  are  you  so  sure? 

COIiONKI.  TACKERt  Beoause  to  date,  Sid,  there  is  no  evidence  to  sub* 
stantiate  suoh  a fantastic  olaim. 

DAVIS  t tTell  you  have  a lot  of  reports  tiiat  are  tmexplained  and 
tills  is  the  way  you  list  them  in  your  book.  >1hat  about  the  unexplained  ones, 
the  unknown  ones? 


COLCWEL  TACKER;  VCell,  the  unknown  or  unexplained  cases  in  the  last 
few  years  have  run  about  two  per  cent  of  tiia  total  number  of  sightings;  and  in 
most  of  these  instanees  the  Air  Force  feels  that  if  more  imiasdiate  data  had 
been  gathered  initially  at  the  scene  of  the  sighting,  these  too  could  have 
been  explained. 

However,  we  oan*t  go  along  with  the  theory  of  the  DPO  groups  and  many 
of  the  persons  assoolated  with  these  groups  that  beoause  we  have  not  oome  up 
with  a definite  answer  in  a very  few  eases,  that  this  is  an  argument  for  the 
existence  of  spaoe  ships. 

CORRICKi  ITell  Colonel  Taoker,  what  do  most  of  these  sittings  turn 


out  to  be? 
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COLCTIF.L  lACKER;  W6ll«  in  noet  oases^  Axta.,  th«y  ar«  cither  oonven- 
tional  objeote  seen  under  extenuating  elrowiBtaueee  like  high-flying  airoroft 
under  odd  lighting  oondltlona  or  In  uzmeual  oloud  fonnatlonB«  or  alroraft  seen 
through  & inlet  or  rain,  or  they  are  aerial  phenooena  or  aatrophyeloal  phenotiona 
euoh  me  a nook  eun  or  a bolide*  or  fireball^  meteor*  or  a planot  seen  by 
refraction  due  to  a temperature  inversion  — scanethlng  along  tloese  lines* 

CQRHICKi  V/hat  is  the  aouroe  of  noet  of  these  reports?  YThat  kind 
of  people  oall  them  in  to  you? 

COLONEL  TACKER:  Oh*  a great  many  people  call  then  in*  I said 

before*  the  great  majority  of  tl^ese  people  are  patriotlo  and  honest  oititens 
who  are  mystified  by  rrhat  Uiey  see  initially  and  they  make  liieir  reports  to 
the  Air  Force  to  try  to  find  out*  ntxaber  one*  1 think  nost  of  then  are  notl- 
vated*  as  I said*  patriotically  — try  to  help  us*  You  must  remember  that 
the  UFO  Program*  or  the  Flying  Sauoer  Program*  as  some  people  prefer  to  oall 
It*  Is  a small  integral  part  of  o\ir  overall  air  defense  mission*  Qy  law  ^e  u*S* 
Air  Foroe  is  ohargsd  with  the  air  defense  of  the  United  States  | and  when  we  get 
a report  of  a sighting  visually*  naybs  at  some  toim  a few  miles  sway  from  an 
air  base  or  on  a radar  scope*  and  wa  do  get  returns  on  radar  scopes  now  and 
then  that  look  as  though  they  are  actual  objeots  in  t^ie  skyt  we  might  scramble 
an  alroraft*  By  ''soramble"  I mean  got  it  off  immediately*  lt*s  an  alroro^ 
that*a  on  fighter  alert  and  it  goes  up  to  investigate* 

In  all  instaxMies  they  ootne  back  either  wi^  a knosm  identlfloation 
of  an  airliner  or  a balloon*  or  ^ey  come  back  with  a negative  result*  -tt^at  is 
they  found  nothing.  ^7ell  this  is  whoro  the  UFO  program  begins*  and  the  teoh- 
nioal  intelligence  people  begin  at  this  point  and  try  to  identify  or  oaoa  up 
with  an  answer  for  what  caused  the  sighting;  ei^er  to  the  observer  on  the 


ground  or  VThat  caused  the  retum  on  the  radar  soope« 


PAVIS I Colonel^  vA^at  about  all  the  eharges  and  speoulation  that  the 
Air  Force  has  secret  docxasents  on  file  that  are  conclusions  to  t^ie  ITFO  sltua* 
tlon  and  refuses  to  release  the  information? 

COLOrnjL  TACKERi  This  is  pure  rubbish,  Sid.  Ihere  ore  no  such 
dooumenta*  I've  gone  through  the  files,  l*ve  looked  thoroughly  for  any  suoh 
an  Air  Poroo  oonolusion*  I've  never  found  anything  to  this  effect  and  I'd 
like  to  add  that  the  Air  Foroe  regulation  on  this  subject,  200-2,  paragraph 
18  to  bo  exact,  cites  speoifioally  that  UFO  sittings  will  not  be  classified. 

DAVIS  t ^?hat  other  oountrios  have  frequent  flying  souoor  reports? 


many 


the  reports  from  our  am  Aero-Spaoe  Teohnioal  Intelllgenoe  Center,  I would 
say  that,  really,  the  oo\mtrle8  that  have  most  of  the  reports  would  be  Austra- 
lia, New  Zealand,  England  and  the  South  American  or  Span! sh-apeaklng  oountries. 

DAVIS  t Tihat  about  Russia? 

COLONEL  TACKERt  That's  a difficult  question.  Ue  have  received  on 
oooaslon  through  our  own  sources  over  tlMre,  people  stationed  within  Russia 
at  various  tines,  second-hand  reports  of  ^e  foot  that  UFO's  or  flying  saucers 
have  been  seen  there,  but  naturally  we  receive  no  direct  result  from  Russian 
au^orities  on  this  subject. 

DAVIS t Well,  do  Russian  scientists  tell  you  anything  about  their 
investigations  of  these  things?  Do  they  do  anything  about  these  reports  In 
Russia  that  you  know  of? 

C0L0t?EL  TACKERi  Not  that  I know  of,  Sld|  no. 

CORBICKi  Colonel  Taoker,  since  the  Air  Force  has  begun  investigating 
tiiese  sightings  have  these  reports  increased  or  decreased? 
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COLONEL  TACKERj  Wall  I*d  cay  they've  been  definitely  on  the  deoreaoe^ 


Ann*  '7a  had  a oouple  of  peak  years^  as  I pointed  out  In  the  book*  >^lfty-tv/o 
and  fifty-seven*  In  1962  ve  quite  a rash  of  sightings  that  seemed  to  start 
Tflth  -Ute  famous  Vfashlngton,  Do  C»  sightings*  in  1962*  and  in  1967  we  had  a 
tremendous  rash  of  sightings  all  over  the  ooxmtry  rl^t  after  Sputnik  1 was 


launched* 


CORRICKt  I see.  V.'ell*  hw  many  have  you  had*  say  this  year* 


as 


oompared  to  last  year? 


COLOt^I.  TACKERi  Yfell 


CORRICKi  A great  decrease*  a great  Inerease? 

COLCgn.L  TACKERi  I*d  say  a great  decrease.  I believe  to  date  we've 
had  under  two  hundred  reports  for  this  year* 


CORRICKt 


in  the  two  per  cent  area*** 


you  mentioned  that  the  unexplained  slgh'^lngs  xenged 


COlXRyni  TACKERt  Approximately  two  per  oent  for  the  last  four  or 
five  years*  Let  me  go  out  — this  is  a olalm*  really*  of  some  of  the  TTFO 
groups  in  olaialng  '^at  the  Air  Foroe  withholds  infonnation  on  this  subjeot* 
They  say  that  we  give  an  erroneous  figure  when  we  give  two  per  oent  and  I have 
been  very  oareful  to  stress  that  that  is  in  the  last  five  years.  Initially 
in  tiie  program*  I'd  say  that  UFO  un3mowns  ran  as  high  as  twenty  per  oent  book 
in  the  1940's*  Again  this  was  due  to  the  faot  that  it  was  an  entirely  new 
area  to  explore*  our  investigative  techniques  ^7eren*t  xip  to  what  they  are  now* 
we  didn't  have  faoilities  at  our  disposal  then  like  --  let  me  give  you  a 
real  good  examplei  the  National  Space  Surveillanoe  Center  at  Bedford*  ^^assa- 
obusetts  which  can  tall  you  on  the  first  orbit  if  Russia  or  the  Ihiited  States 
has  put  something  up.  And  oejrtainly  this  unit  at  Bedford  would  be  able  to 


tall  U8  if  epaoe  ihlpi  ware  in  our  akiaac 

DAVIS  I Colonelf  you'ra  very  poeitiva  about  your  faaling  that  if 
thera'a  no  avidanoa  to  aubatantiata  thasa  aightinga*  thara  is  no  auoh  things 
Thla  two  par  cent  figure  — lan*t  it  entirely  poaaibla  tiiat  Ufa  on  other 
planets  has  prograased  beyond  ours*  and  that  partiapa  they  have  invented  a 
apaoa  ship  that  is  possible  of  ooning  to  planet  earth  and  of  eooming  around 
hare  and  than  going  bcusk?  lan*t  ‘Uiia  in  the  realm  of  poeaibility? 

COLOMFiL  TACKLRt  It  ia  abaolutaly  poaaibla,  Sid*  that  life  exists 
on  other  planets;  it*a  also  possible  that  it  oould  be  of  a higher  order  of 
Intel ligenoe  then  our  own;  but  -ttie  last  point  you  make  about  than  visiting 
our  atmosphere  and  soomlng  around  and  looking  ua  over,  I'd  aay  again  it 'a 
not  possible  up  to  non;  tdiat  ia*  we  have  no  evidence  to  data.  And  let  me 
reiterate  that  that's  the  problem  — not  if  it  oould  happen  or  in  the  future* 
definitely  we  oan  see  Hiat  it  oould*  that  there  definitely  is  a possibility 
of  life  out  there.  ^Vhat  we  say  that  is  up  until  non  we  have  no  evldenoe  to 
aay  we  have  been  visited  frotn  other  plsuMts. 

COR RICK I Well  Colonel*  there  have  been  many  oluba  and  organisations 
eatabllahed  of  people  who  really  and  honestly  believe  that  tiiejre  are  tlieae 
spaoe  ships  zooming  around*  as  Sid  aaya*  I’m  sure  you're  familiar  with  most 
of  them.  Who  are  these  people*  irtio  are  the  believers? 

I 

COLONDL  TACKERt  Well*  Dre  Allen  Heiniok*  our  oivilian  consultant 
on  this  subjeot*  and  he  happens  to  be  the  head  of  astrophysioa  at  Korthweetem 
University  and  the  head  of  the  observatory  there*  he  oalls  them  "oosmlo 
romeuitloB’'  and  I ^ink  ^at's  a good  name.  I think  it's  a fasoinnting  sub- 
^eot  myself;  and  as  Dr«  Heiniok  says*  he'd  like  to  see  a space  ship  show  up 
and  be  able  to  annotmoe  it.  And  there  again  I feel  that  if  this  Old  happen 

. g . 


'Uie  QoTersment  vould  announce  it  ismiedlately*  In  faat«  en  event  of  liilB  elg 


nifioanoa  I feel  positive  litat  one  agency  in  1d\e  Oovemnent#  lUee  the  Air 
Foroe«  could  not  repress  euoh  information.  I feel  that  it  trould  be  in  the 
public  doioain  almost  immediately  if  an  event  of  tills  slgnlfloanoe  did  take 


place 


As  to  the  people  that  make  up  these  groups^  a lot  of  them  are  people 
like  you  and  1 that  are  interested  in  this  teohnologioal  age  of  ours.  1 
was  talking  to  TVilly  Lay.  the  famous  rocket  researcher,  tiie  day  before  yester- 
day azxd  he  pointed  out  tiiat  we  have  over  thirty-three  pieces  of  hardware 
oireling  the  earth  right  now.  whioh  is  a tremendous  number  of  artifeots  to  be 
up  there  whirling  around.  They're  not  all  eatellitesi  some  of  them  are 
second-stage,  third-stage  pieces  of  rookete.  but  they're  up  there.  And  I 
think  the  public  itself  is  getting  very  used  to  tiiie  ^pe  of  tiling.  That's 
idiy  I prophesised  in  the  book  that  the  flying  saueer  era  itself  is  ocnlng  to 
an  end. 


CQRRICKi  How  do  you  mean  tiiat? 

COLOTJEL  TACKERi  'Vtell.  I believe,  really,  tiiat  tiie  flying  sauoer  era 
is  similar  to  the  great  euioent  on  spiritualism  i^ich  took  place  at  the  turn  of 


the  century t and  I believe  that  the  public  will  find  some  other  romantlo  subject 
to  beoone  imbued  in  and  go  on  to  it.  rather  tiion  flying  sauoers.  V/e're  be- 
ooaning  used  to  space  and  it  looks  as  tiiou^  we're  going  to  put  a mar.  into  space 
real  soon  and  1 think  tills  will  really  signify  the  end  of  the  so-oalled  sauoer 


era. 


DAVIS t Can  we  get  book  to  the  flying  aauoor  elubs.  ot  oetera? 
^at's  in  it  for  people  who  beoome  avid  fans  of  the  UFO?  The  people  who  pro- 
mote the  reports,  the  people  who  eonstantly  write  you  lettere? 
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